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Basis of the report 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

dt^a^ffi novel *> ste P * ^al applicability; 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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L Basis of the report 



1 ' Iff h ;!f been J? 1 ™ 11 0n * e basis of (^Placement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation 
under Article 14 are referred torn this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to the report since they do not contain amendments,)'. 

|^| the international application as originally filed. 

| | toe description, pages ]± , as originally filed, 

P a ges _, filed with the demand, 

P a ges , filed with the letter of . 

— , filed with the letter of . 



j | the claims, 



Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



1-11 



. , as originally filed, 
, as amended under Article 19, 

, filed with the demand, 

, filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



| | the drawings, 



sheets/fig , 
sheets/fig . 
sheets/fig . 
sheets/fig _ 



1/6-6/6 



, as originally filed, 



_ , filed with the demand, 
_ , filed with the letter of 
_ , filed with the letter of 



I 2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 



□ the drawings, sheets/fig 



3- □ ™s report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
I t0 g° beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 
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! 1 Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



2-6, 8-11 



1, 7 



2-6, 8-11 



1, 7 



1-11 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



• Citations and explanations 

1. The present application fails to comply with the 

requirements of PCT Article 33(2) since the subject 
matter of claims 1 and 7 does not meet the 
requirement of novelty defined in PCT Article 33(2), 
for the following reasons: 



1.1 



Document US 3 994 409 a, which is considered to be 
the prior art closest to the subject matter of 
independent claim 1, describes (the reference signs 
between parentheses apply to this document) all of 
the features in claim 1, namely: 

"a device for sealing a container (see figure 1, 
reference sign "13") provided with a neck (see 
figures 1, 2 and 3; reference sign "19"), which 
device includes: 

- a first portion forming a seal (see figures 3 and 
4, reference sign "39"), 

- a second, ring-shaped portion (see figures 3 and 
4, reference sign "41") positionable around the neck 
(see figures 1, 2 and 3; reference sign "19"), and 

- a third portion forming a tamper-evident tab (see 
figures 1 to 4, reference sign "37") linking the 
first portion (see figures 3 and 4, reference sign 

39") and the second portion (see figures 3 and 4, 
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1.2 



2. 



reference sign "41") and connected to said first and 
second portions (see figures 3 and 4, reference 
signs "39- and Ml") via frangible means (see 
figures 1 and 2, reference signs "49" and "51") i n 
such a way that said tab can be removed at the time 
of first use and the seal can be released (see 
figures 3 and 4, reference sign "39"), wherein 
said device defines means (see figures 1 to 4, 
reference signs "61" and "63") for disposing of the 
tamper-evident tab (see figures 1 to 4, reference 
sign "37") once it has been separated from the first 
and second portions (see figures 3 and 4, reference 
signs "39" and "41")." 

Document US 3 994 409 A, which is also considered to 
be the prior art closest to the subject matter of 
independent claim 7, describes (the reference signs 
between parentheses apply to this document) all of 
the features in claim 7, namely: 

"a container (see figure 1, reference sign "13") 
provided with a neck (see figures 1, 2 and 3; 
reference sign "19") comprising a sealing device as 
per claim 1 mounted on said neck (see figures 1, 2 
and 3; reference sign "19") . 

The technical features in claims 2 to 6 or 8 to 11 
appear to be novel (PCT Article 33(2)), to involve 
an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)) (to be non- 
obvious) and to be industrially applicable (PCT 
Article 33 (4) ) . 

Contrary to the requirement of PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii) , 
the relevant prior art disclosed in document US 3 
994 409 A has not been indicated in the description, 
nor has this document been cited. 



